How glyphosate is being whitewashed for its review in the EU and the US
Compiled by Rosemary Mason MB ChB FRCA, on behalf of a global network of
independent scientists, beekeepers and environmentalists
Last week the G8 Conference was held in London to discuss the problem of the massive
increases in the incidence of dementia in the Western World.1
The herbicide glyphosate will be reviewed by Germany, the Rapporteur Member State, in
2014. The review of glyphosate was due to take place in 2012. Soon after the European
Commission was notified of the latest research showing that glyphosate and Roundup®
caused birth defects, it quietly passed a directive delaying the review of glyphosate and 38
other dangerous pesticides until 2015.2
There are two research papers that the German Regulatory Authorities will find the hardest to
ignore when they study new evidence that has arisen since glyphosate was last reviewed in
2002. It is crucial that industry eliminates these studies from consideration.


Séralini, G.-E., et al. Long term toxicity of a Roundup® herbicide and a Roundup®
tolerant genetically modified maize. Food Chem. Toxicol. (2012). Séralini’s 2-year
feeding study provoked chronic hormone and sex dependent pathologies in rats; males
developed tumours at 4 months and females at 7 months.3
What Séralini’s team discovered in rats is happening in humans and animals.



Samsel, A., Seneff, S. Glyphosate’s Suppression of Cytochrome P450 Enzymes and
Amino Acid Biosynthesis by the Gut Microbiome: Pathways to Modern Diseases.
Entropy 2013, 15, 1-x manuscripts; doi:10.3390/ e140x000x.4
What Samsel and Seneff discovered was that glyphosate/Roundup® interferes
with many metabolic processes in plants, animals and humans. Glyphosate is an
endocrine disruptor and it damages DNA and is a driver of mutations that lead to
cancer.
Dr Nancy Swanson has constructed graphs (from USDA and US CDC data) of a
correlation between glyphosate applied to crops and % GM corn and soy
planted, to the incidence and prevalence of various diseases of those on a
Western diet.5

Séralini’s research was successfully retracted (14 months after it appeared in the journal) by
appointing a Monsanto Scientist as an Associate Editor (he also retracted another paper that
was dangerous to the GM industry showing that Bt insecticidal toxins were not broken down
in digestion and were toxic to mice). There have been attempts by the Publishers to retract the
Samsel and Seneff paper, but the Editor-in-Chief and the authors have made a firm stand.




My outgoing emails (3-years’-worth) were destroyed 3 weeks ago by a British
agency, at the same time as Anthony Samsel’s computer was hacked; fortunately his
quick thinking saved his files. Who would want to destroy my emails and why?
Because I had a document they needed to destroy before they could retract Séralini’s
rat study.
I had sent this document on 22nd October 2012 to Dirk Detken, Chief Attorney for the
European Food Safety Authority, Subject: EFSA and the Séralini paper on rat
tumours. I told him that Monsanto had already done “experiments” in humans in
South America with GM Roundup® Ready soy: the farmers and their families had
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been affected by birth defects, reproductive problems, cancers and DNA changes
shown on blood tests.6 Fortunately my letter is still linked to a website.7
The reason for the disappearance of emails from my SENT box, between March 2012
and mid-July 2012 became obvious. In response to an EU Press Release: 06/2012
Ombudsman investigates whether the Commission should do more to combat bee
mortality we complained, not only about pesticides and bees, but about perceived
irregularities in the European Commission and European Food Safety Authority’s
conduct. After prolonged correspondence throughout the summer, our complaints
were finally dismissed by all three bodies; 06/07/2012 by the European Commission,
10/08/2012 by EFSA and by the Ombudsman on 03/10/2012.

Why are other countries banning GMOs8, 9as fast as Europe is authorising them?
 On 30/04/2012 the UK Environmental Audit Committee issued recommendation
about GMOs.10 “Unless and until there is both clear public and political
acceptance of GM, it is proven to be both beneficial to the environment and to
producers, and evidence that demand for these products is based on
understanding by consumers and transparent product labelling, the Government
should not license its commercial use in the UK nor promote its use overseas. It
should establish an independent body to research, evaluate and report on the
potential impacts on the environment of GM crops, and their impacts on farming
and on the global food system.”
 The British Government rejected the EAC Report:11 “The Government takes a
science-led approach to GM, and the protection of human health and the
environment are our overriding priorities… We will only agree to the planting of
GM crops, the release of other types of GM organism or the marketing of GM
food or feed products if a robust risk assessment that has taken full account of the
scientific evidence indicates that it is safe.” In fact, the Government completely
rejected the suggestion that an independent body should be formed. It said that
research and monitoring in Europe had already established the safety of GMOs.
“The Government does not agree that a new independent body should be
established to research, evaluate and report on the potential impacts on the
environment of GM crops, and their impacts on farming and on the global food
system… In 2010, the European Commission published a report entitled ‘A
decade of EU-funded GMO research’ which summarised the results of 50
research projects addressing primarily the safety of GMOs for the environment
and for animal and human health.”
 Conflicts of interest in the EU. In a disturbing paper published by the BMJ
Publishing Group Ltd the murky web of the EU regulatory boards is exposed.12
“EFSA experts involved in assessing the risks of GM foods have attracted
criticism. In 2010, 12 out of 21 experts on the GMO Panel…had conflicts of
interest as defined by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development.”
 The British Government has joined forces with Monsanto, EFSA and the EU
Commission to fight civil society in the EU Court to defend the right to import
Monsanto’s transgenic soybean Intacta® which produces an insecticide and is
resistant to glyphosate herbicides such as Roundup®.13 Did EFSA’s sudden
change of sides from being sued to suing denote the import of hardliners though
the revolving doors? Is that why CEO Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, and Herman
Fontier Head of EFSA’s Pesticides Unit have gone?
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Why did the US and UK claim that Wikileaks was a danger to National Security, and
branded those that leaked the cables as ‘traitors’?
In response to moves by France to ban a Monsanto GM corn 810 variety in late 2007, the US
Ambassador to France, Craig Stapleton, a friend and business partner of former US president
George Bush, advised Washington to start a military-style trade war against any European
Union country which opposed genetically modified (GM) crops.14 In other newly released
cables, US diplomats around the world are found to have pushed GM crops as a strategic
government and commercial imperative.15
Corporate Espionage: in 2008, Monsanto employed Total Intelligence Solutions to
protect the Corporation’s name 16
In leaked emails, Black wrote that Wilson "understands that we can span collection from
internet, to reach out, to boots on the ground on legit basis protecting the Monsanto [brand]
name.... Ahead of the curve info and insight/heads up is what he is looking for." Black added
that Total Intelligence "would develop into acting as intel arm of Monsanto."
Western Governments were looking for chemical weapons in Syria17
 What is the difference between chemical weapons and pesticides?
 Not much, they all act as neurotoxins, genotoxins and teratogens.
 Chemical weapons kill fast: the effects are obvious for anyone to see.
 The effect of pesticides on humans and the environment are subtle; genetic and
teratogenetic changes in humans often take more time to manifest themselves. By
which time the pro-industry lobby is able to propose other causes; climate change,
toxoplasmosis in cats, older pesticides (POPs; persistent organic pollutants) etc.
 There is overwhelming evidence that exposure to chemicals in early pregnancy
damages the development of the foetus,18 but agencies in the UK Government are
in denial. If pesticides poison insects, what does it do to the human foetal
brain when it is the same size as that of an insect brain? That is why there are
massively increasing rates of autism and other neurodevelopment disorders.
That’s why our children’s brainpower is deteriorating; congenital disabilities and
incidents of violent and antisocial behaviour are increasing. Prof Philippe
Grandjean published a book in May 2013: ONLY ONE CHANCE. How
Environmental Pollution Impairs Brain Development – and How to Protect the
Brains of the Next Generation.19.
 The British Government blames the parents, the teachers, the NHS, the prisons….
 …but this crisis is of the Government’s own making. They totally eliminated the
statutory conservation bodies and allowed Agrochemical Corporations free rein.
No-one was left to watch the environment. No-one in Defra noticed that ‘the
canaries in the cage’ were dying. Even when Buglife described what was
happening, Defra completely ignored it. The Government’s policy of supporting a
system of agriculture that was chemically-based has meant that chemical
contamination of the environment has poisoned people and the environment. The
situations in the US and Australia are identical; all three Governments are in the
hands of the pesticides industry.
 Pesticides are silent killers: by the time their effects are obvious, it is too late.
Why has no-one in the Medical Research Council or the Sanger Institute worked it out?
It is possible that some of them had done; did they decide that they preferred the status
quo?20
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Former US vice-president Al Gore, in his book An Inconvenient Truth, quoted the American
socialist writer Upton Sinclair.21 “It’s difficult to get a man to understand something if his
salary depends upon his not understanding it.” “That is an oversimplification of the complex
relationship between consciousness and social context, but it is fundamentally true”.
Of course all those who did work it out may have seen what happens to those who dare to
speak the truth.22 Dr Brian John of GM-Free Cymru wrote: “For more than a decade now,
scientists working in the GM field have mounted vicious personal attacks (sometimes
politically rather than scientifically motivated) upon serious scientists who have had the
temerity to discover "uncomfortable things about GM crops and foods.” This trend started
with the vitriolic treatment meted out (with the Royal Society in the vanguard) on Arpad
Pusztai and Stanley Ewen a decade ago, and continued with the crucifixion of Ignacio
Chapela and David Quist, Angelika Hilbeck, Mae-wan Ho, Judy Carman, Gilles-Eric
Séralini, Andrès Carrasco, Manuela Malatesta, Christian Velot, Irina Ermakova and many
others. These people have been severely punished by the Agrochemical Corporations,
presumably as a warning to others; like farmers hanging dead crows on a line to deter their
fellow corvids from eating the crops.
Dr Nancy Swanson’s graph of Deaths from Senile Dementia plotted against glyphosate
application to GM corn & soy
Further information can be found in four documents23,24,25,26.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/265869/2901668_G8_Deme
ntiaSummitDeclaration_acc.pdf
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Antoniou M, Habib M, Howard CV, et al. Roundup and birth defects: Is the public being kept in the dark?
Earth Open Source. June 2011. http://bit.ly/IP2FWH
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.fct.2012.08.005
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http://sustainablepulse.com/wp-content/uploads/GMO-health.pdf
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http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780444593894000021
http://gmandchemicalindustry9.wordpress.com/european-food-safety-authority-and-the-seralini-paper-onrat-tumours/
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http://www.ucanews.com/news/philippine-mayors-unite-to-declare-towns-gmo-free/69918
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http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2013/11/16/20426-kauais-gmo-and-pesticide-bill-is-set-to-become-lawafter-veto-override/ Kauai on 16/11/2013
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http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-auditcommittee/news/report-on-sustainable-food/
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmenvaud/567/56704.htm
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http://jech.bmj.com/content/67/9/717
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http://www.testbiotech.de/en/node/898
14
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jan/03/wikileaks-us-eu-gm-crops/print
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http://wikileaks.org/cable/2007/12/07PARIS4723.htm It appears that the site has been blocked in the US,
so if you fail, please try http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/ciencia/ciencia_monsanto81.htm
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http://www.corporatepolicy.org/spookybusiness.pdf
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v35/n24/seymour-m-hersh/whose-sarin
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www.chemicalbraindrain.info
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http://global.oup.com/academic/product/only-one-chance9780199985388;jsessionid=A3ED1FAFEBBFD06E80513932E3EF5BBC?cc=gb&lang=en&
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http://blogs.nature.com/news/2013/12/researchers-push-for-more-funding-as-dementia-cases-rise.html/
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http://climateandcapitalism.com/2010/03/29/after-copenhagen-can-we-save-the-world-2/

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/print/article/scientists-call-for-10-year-moratorium-on-dangerousgmos/491687.html
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http://www.gmfreecymru.org/open_letters/Open_letter26Jan2011.html
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http://sustainablepulse.com/wp-content/uploads/GMO-health.pdf
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http://farmwars.info/?p=12140
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http://farmwars.info/?p=11565
http://farmwars.info/?p=11789
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